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Jo CGNEORB, NH. oS: 


‘This is in regard to: your telephone inquiry of an 
yesterday morning on whothor the Emergency Fund may properly be used in ~ 
order to replace the present mobile Xi-ray unit of the Health Department . 


. throngh the purchase of a new one. | oa se 


Upon an examination of the budget book submitted aoe 
to the General Court and upon a discussion of the matter with Mr, Wilkins, | 
it appoars that the Health Department én its original budget requests... 
aaked the stra of $32,000 for the purchase of a new mobile mit. The sum .° 
of $1,500 at the seme tine was requested for repairs ond alterati - & 
presumably, I believe, to take caro of repairs of the new vehicle, if it .. 
should be purchased, or of the old vehicle if it should be reotaincde 2S 
The $32,000 sum was not recomended to the Legislaturo; the $1,500 figure |. y. 
was raised to $5,000 and recomended to tho legislature. Ghe Legislature = 
was aware of the original roquest for the $32,000, and of the reason that. 5 
the $1,500 figure had been raised to $5,000 = such reason being, as I oe 
understand it, to provide for extensive repairs to the present vehicle. 


| An exonination of the Eucrgency Fund (RSA 4318) ues 
and of its predecessor provisions, demonstrate an increasing desire on © Of SSE 

the part of the Legislature to limit the purposes for wiich monies ape |: 
: propriated thereto may be spent. In every version of the statuto tho — 
word "exergency” has been repeated. Webster defines an emergency aS i‘ (st 
“an unforeseen combination of circumstances which calls for immediate ~~ 
actions; also, less properly, exigency." Theo word not having decn 24 
otherwise defincd by the General Court, wo are to give it its ordinarily _ 
accepted meaning; i : a 
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\ | “Jords and phrases shall be construcd according ee re 
| to the common and approved usage of the language; 

eo eo o@ RSA 2132, er wea 
aa That the word was intcnded in RSA 4318 to have the same moaning ascribed 
x. to it by Webster is plain from a roading of the ontire statute, with note. 
es being had of the expression “emergency which may arisg ee o® ene 
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Honorable Lane Dwinell, Governor — 
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te a | : Upon these considerations it would appear that © 
' the present condition of the mobile unit is not the result of on 
emergency. It scems clear.that an extensive breakdown of the machine ~ 









ws wag contemplated. was 


Provision deemed adequate by the le 


*: made to compensate for such breakdowns 


ce was provided to mest it. 


the rather large oun of $5,000 ~ 








Upon giving effect to ‘the entire Language of 
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